[Medical and ecological evaluation of mercury hazards to the population of the Irkutsk region].
Pollution of the Angara river with the waste water of chemical production has led to mercury accumulation in the ecological water system. Potential human hazard is associated with mercury cumulation in marketable fishes. The maximum levels of mercury were 1.5-4.0. Dietary mercury intake has been confirmed by that the toxic agent is present in the biological substrates of the rural population in amounts greater than the baseline values. An attempt has been made to predict the development of a situation by means of the logical model developed by the data of monitoring in Japan and Canada. The period of formation of a focus of ecologically caused mercurialness is estimated to be 100-200 years after the onset of sewage discharge into the water reservoir.